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Definition of a Christian

A Christian is:

A mind through which Christ thinks.
A heart through which Christ loves.
A voice through which Christ speaks.
A hand through which Christ helps.

BEACON

First Baptist Church
2635 Main Street, Hurricane, WV 25526
Address Service Requested

YOUTH PASTOR SELECTED...

- d At a special-called busi-
ness meeting on
2 Wednesday, August 25,

| the church voted to call
| Evic Hayslett to serve
as Pastor of Youth Min-
Istries.  Eric and his
wife, Christina, are cur-
rently working with our

youth as advisors.

Eric 1s a graduate of Hurricane High School and Mar-
shall University. He comes to First Baptist from
FedEx where he has worked since his graduation in
2004. He will assume this new position effective Sep-
tember 7. Eric and Christina are the parents of Cam-
den, who is 2 years old.

Please pray for Eric and his family as they come to of-
ficially serve the church.

We thank the members of the Search Committee for
their faithful dedication to the task that was assigned

WORSHIP
Sunday, September 5, 2010
~Communion Sunday~

AM
nTHE FI NAL JUDGME
Revelation 20:11-15
~Rev. Jim McGehee~
PM
~NO EVENING SERVICE~
Ne xt week ~ ALI f edsg

Small Group Studies Begin

First Baptist Church
Phone: 304-562-9281 « Fax: 304-562-2061
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How to Invest Your Life

There are several things you can do with your life. You can waste it, and there are plenty of things
to waste it on. You can spend in on your career, on your hobby, on acquiring certain possessions, or
you can invest it. Jesus taught that the greatest use of your life is to invest it in that which outlasts it.
He told a story called the parable of the talents. In it He gives seven principles for investing your
life.

1.

Everything we have belongs to God. God made it all. We really own nothing. We simply get to use it
for the duration of our life here on earth. God made us to manage His resources. He has entrusted some
things to us.

God has given everyone of us some talents. That simply means an amount of money. We also have
some talents — abilities, resources, skills or opportunities. Anything that God has trusted us with can be
considered a talent. The amounts differ, but everybody gets something.

God expects us to use them. The Master makes an investment and expects a return. God has made an
investment in our lives and He wants a return. The Bible says one day God is going to do an accounting
audit of our lives. He is going to ask, “What did you do with what I gave you?” What will our answer
be?

Its wrong to bury what God gave us. Are we utilizing our talents for the kingdom of God through the
church, or are we sitting on the sidelines? For many Christians, the fizzle has gone out of their lives.
The Christian life is no longer a relationship, it is a routine and their spiritual life has gone flat. Why?
They are sitting on the sidelines rather than being in the game. They buried their talents.

Fear keeps some of us from developing our talents. We play it safe. Satan likes that. He uses three
kinds of fear: self-doubt, self-pity, and self-consciousness. Anytime we fail to use our talents it is usually
because of one of those three things. Fear causes us to make excuses for doing nothing, and we pass the
Pigne desiog i §od s o

If we don’t use it, we lose it. This principle is true of anything in our life: time, money, effort, energy,
talents or abilities. If we don’t practice our talents, we lost them. Just start using what we have for God.
If we find we need more, God will multiply it when we place it in His hand.

If we use our talents, we are going to be rewarded. This is the test. This is why we are here on earth.
God promises three rewards: (1) Affirmation - God says “well done!” (2) Promotion - God gives us
greater responsibility because we have been faithful. (3) Celebration - The happiest people are those
who are using what they have for God.

When God does an audit on our lives, what is it going to show? Start preparing for that event right

now. Start investing your life. Invest your time, talents and finances in and through the body of
Christ, the church.

—Pastor Lutz
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